




• Water is essential for:
• Residents
• Businesses
• Industries
• Navigation
• Aquatic Ecosystems
• Recreation

• The state seeks to plan for the sustainable management of  this 
valuable resource



’



• Governor’s January 2006 Executive 
Order
• A comprehensive program for state and 

regional water supply planning & 
implementation

• Establishing a scientific basis & an 
administrative framework for 
implementation of state and regional 
water supply planning and management

• Encourages creation of locally-based 
regional water supply planning 
committees



• Three regions have been formed 
and have created water supply 
plans:
• East Central
•Northeastern
• Kaskaskia

• Two regions are being formed
• Middle Illinois
• Rock River (10 NW IL counties)











• Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
administers statewide program
• Oversight of regional committee activities and scientific research
• Attends meetings and provides guidance to the regional 

committee



• Prairie Research Institute (PRI) 
provides technical expertise
• Current and future water demand
• Scientific assessment of water 

availability
• Attend regional meetings for technical 

support
• Develop water demand report
• Develop water availability report



• Blackhawk Hills Regional Council (BHRC) facilitates 
process with support of other regional planning 
organizations
• Facilitate meetings of the regional committee
• Provide guidance to the regional committee
• Manages funding for the regional committee
• Coordinates between the regional committee and IDNR / PRI



• Regional Committee
• Attend meetings 
• Provide feedback on water demand and water availability reports
• Represent your sector
• Develop report recommending solutions to water conflicts and 

shortages



•Determine water supply shortages and conflicts for all users 
and implement a solution prior to experiencing them.
• Sustainable water supply management plans with 

reoccurring planning reports revisions



• Establish all 10 regional committees with updated water 
supply reports
• Plan for an adequate water supply for current and the future 

growth of users and work to resolve water supply conflicts
• Provide resources for critical issues



Contact:
Wes Cattoor, Water Supply Engineer

Office of Water Resources
Department of Natural Resources

(217) 782-4847
wes.cattoor@illinois.gov





•What the ISWS is providing:
• Future water demand scenarios 
• Report currently in draft form
• Scientific assessment of water supply
• Web maps and other online tools



•Water use data from 
Illinois Water Inventory 
Program (IWIP)
•Assessing 5 major water 

use sectors
•Demands out to 2060
•Need input and guidance 

from regional committee



•Mississippi River 
and Rock River



• Shallow sand 
and gravel 
aquifers
•Bedrock 

aquifers



•Collect and 
interpret 
geological, 
hydrogeological, 
hydrologic, and 
water quality 
data



•Develop models to evaluate future scenarios
•Web page will contain information, links to reports and 

data, interactive webmaps
•https://www.isws.illinois.edu/illinois-water-supply-

planning/rock-river-region

https://www.isws.illinois.edu/illinois-water-supply-planning/rock-river-region


Contact:
Walt Kelly, Groundwater Geochemist

Head, Groundwater Section
Illinois State Water Survey (ISWS)

Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois
(217) 333-3729 

wkelly@illinois.edu



•Plan for Northeast Illinois
•Effort led CMAP
• 11 counties included
•Report published in 2010



• Sources of water supply
• Light blue = Lake Michigan
• Green = Inland surface 

water
• Dark blue = Ground water



• 2005 
withdrawals by 
water source



• Scenario water 
withdrawals
• Numbers 

represent 
million gallons 
per day



• Demand 
management and 
other strategies 
including:
• Recommended 

conservation 
approaches

• Public 
information and 
education



• 2017 article in 
•Reported that municipal wells in Joliet could run dry in 

15 years
•Data comes from ISWS
•As a result, city and county working on conservation 

measures and alternative sourcing





• State of Illinois, through a 2006 executive order
• IDNR & ISWS given planning responsibilities and have since 

coordinated with regions



• Regional planning organization for Northwest 
Illinois (est. 1974)

• 6 counties, 18-member board
• 3 reps from each of the following counties: 

Carroll, Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, & 
Whiteside

• Community & economic development
• Natural resources conservation
• General planning

• Comprehensive plans, freight, greenways/trails, 
water, energy efficiency, broadband, strategic 
planning, etc.

• Grant, incentives, & program 
assistance/administration



• Bureau
• Carroll
• Henry
• Jo Daviess
• Lee 
• Ogle
• Rock Island
• Stephenson
• Whiteside
• Winnebago





• Bi-State Regional Commission
• Blackhawk Hills Regional Council

• North Central Illinois Council of Government
• Region 1 Planning Council

• Illinois State Water Survey
• Illinois Department of Natural Resources



We are here



1. SWOT
2. Discussion

• What is my greatest concern re: water supply?
• What is the region’s greatest opportunity re: water supply?
• What is the region’s greatest challenge re: water supply?
• What do I, my community, or my business want out of this 

planning process or addressed in the final report?
• Who needs to be on the regional committee?



•Phase 1 includes two regional committee meetings
• One in May 2018, one in June 2018

•Need regional committee volunteers (representatives) now
•Representatives will include…





•Regional committee will be asked to contribute:
• General comments, critiques, and ideas
• Future land use and development
• Population growth and decline
• Impacted industries
• Trends and anticipated trends
• Other issues that arise through discussion

•BHRC will support to the committee



blackhawkhills.com/watersurvey

Tell your friends.




