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WHITESIDE COUNTY
GREENWAYS &
TRAILS PLAN

features that af open
o priorites for
types, terrain, and drai

GREENWAY AND TRAIL RESOURCES
Groenwoy and tral resources Tnclude the nafural and man made
spaces and thus provide the

bosis for developing
Natural features include soil

TYPES OF TRAILS
Dedicated Trails are designed ond built off-road !or the
exclusive use of bicyclists, skiers,
skaters, people in

or by
llowed on each trail are

greenways.
inage characteristics with corresponding flood plains such as snowmobiles, The uses
and mtlands. as well as veqatahon and wildlife habitat.  Man m ?ﬂabﬂ!ﬂlﬂ by the 0'90"'20"0:; ﬂﬂﬂ public 590":::" lr;:dv-d in
its igh more

features incl

Other man mad' features tncludn existing trails, roads and roiroed: rights
of way which offer potential for use as greenways or trails.

own(y. tho Rock River and the Mississippi River and their
large portmn ol' certain parts of the county are within designated flood

zones. load plains of these ond other streams of the Gounty are not

age is primarily directed to

the 2 major rivers within Whiteside
A

than one type of non—matorized use is allowed on most trails,
motorized recreational vehicle traffic typically is segregated by
location or season.

well suited Ior intensive development but have great value os mllandl and

linear open space.

These areas, along with wooded and natural area:

throughout the county, offer wonderful habitat for ol types of mldhfc‘

t there
wbdlvi.lion vi('hin those cities as well as within the small commulliﬁu and

Urban growth brings with it opportunities for gresnway planmng and
development. Local zoning and subdivision ordinances car a positive
influence on the development of the greenways and tra:ls. ThO
Steriing—Rock Falls area has the highest growth and lacal subdivision
ordinances should provide for the dodicchoﬂ of land or cash in lieu of land
for park and recreational purposes, including greenways and trails.

'me need to provide quality lond use relationships with adequate open
and recreational areas are apparent as population growth can have o
ma/or influence on the need for and development of greenways.

1'he maon\y of the County’s population is in the Sterling/Rock Falls

is onticipated  that will continue to be o demand

for

rural areas throughout the county. However, spvc:al effort should be made

to) limit rurall growthito) creas)th

at have o will be provided with

are streets or rural roads
designated and intended to be shared by existing vehicular
traffic with pr bicycle and other non—motarized uses.
Generolly shared—use trails will require at least some signage
cnd porhaps pamt ﬂnpmg to identify the routes and to alert
olhar uses such as

» although
not on the erment. State Iaw and local ordinances govern
such uses.

GREENWAY DEFINITION

A greenway is any linear open spoce established along either a
natural corridor such as o stream valley or overland along o
man-made corridor such as o converted railroad_right—of—way,
conal, scenic roud or parkway. Like orteries linking vital organs,
greenways connecting parks, nature preserves, wetlonds, streams,
cultural and  historic sites with each other and with populated
oreas,

Some greenways — though not all — are trails that allow
humans passage into and through the natural world. Any

natural or course for or bicycles is a

and and t ge urban
on prime ) el s G Wit G
should be supplemented through proper subdivision and zoning regulations.

Public open space is land owned by public entities and

greenway.

COUNTRYWIDE PRIORITY SCHEDULE

the general public. The majority of public open space sites in Vnitoside.
land.

County are state and municipal park

Prophetstown State Park, Big Bend Conservation Area, Albany Mounds

Historic Site, the Hennepi

in Feeder Ganal ond the U.S. Fish and Game

Morrison Rockwood State Park,

Wildlife Refuge are all primary examples of valuoble public open space and
greenway areds.

Il to medium neighborhood parks are provided by all of

n)
cities and wllaqos within the coun(y The largest asset the cour
r the

the Missit ippl River and the hhloﬁo Hmmhl Feeder Canal.

Mississippi has already ge

the

county

and trais are the Rock River,
The

gensrated the development of The Great River Trail

throughout the entire length of the county and all but a small portion has
iver is

been completed and is

is_experiencing wonderful use. The Rocl

currently creating the interest to develop o trail system o proj
upper dam in Sterling to the Oppold Marina at the eastem edge of the

county. Rack Falls 1s also plonning o trail
dam to Lawrence
county is the historic Henney

Foriqthe) park.on)an jeiand? iTnelotherigem ot/ the

along_the river from the upper
built to connect the Rock

nnepin jor

River “with the lllinois Mississippi Canal; l'l is th. perfect example of a finear
k containing wildlife habitat, water and a scenic trail to rival any other

in the state.

tions regarding
Oonmstmt with th-s purpose,
of Greenw:

IMPLEMENTATION

As)tne] Wteside) County Cresnwoyiand Tral Fian) s Compietéd) the
planning process enters the crucial phase of implementation. ~The
creotes a vision to serve os an advisory guide for public and private

greenway preservation and development within the County.

, the planning process began with the creation

and Trail Coalitian, o citizen—based organization charged with
evaluating the existing greenway resources in relation to anticipated future
needs for greenways.

To fufil the plons purpose o3 a quide for the rogion wide

o
summary of th. ava:lcble ‘methods and

this chapter presents a
the responsibilities for

implementation to achieve the vision for Whiteside County.

1. A number of methods and strategies are availoble to aid in the

implementation of the proposed greenways and Ira-l:. These include
" e

The ultimate goal of this project is for the Whitesr
County cr«nway and Trail Plan to become a link in the Grand
lllinois_Trai

v-ously. lht first step toward achieving this is for
Wh‘tos-dc County have a continuous path slrﬂchmq from the
Hennepin Fudnr cana on the east end of the county, traveling
cross—county to the Mississippi River and the Great givor Trail
on the west.

As a condition to all of the above, the Whiteside County
Board should adopt a resolution creating a task force which will
coordinate the construction of the various separately funded
portions of the construction of the local greenways and trails
over the next five years.

The following schedule should be used as o
guideline for the implementation of the plan.

1. Rockwood Tmﬂ from Kelly Park to CMrOd Bridge, C

Bridge to Rockwood State Park, ond Rockwood State quk Bo

Great River Trail at Fulton — Mon'ison/ML Pleasant Township.

2. Connect Morrison City Trails to Hazel Rd. to Sterling to

Rock Falls Hennepin Feeder Canal.

3. Connect Morrison C‘(y Trail: at Sawyer & Feldman Rd to
/ndon at old bﬂd

Rivertront Trafl from Uppnr Dam’ to Oppold Marina —

Slcflh\ Park District
front Trail from Upper Dam to Lower Dam — Coloma
Park District/City of Rock Falls
Gru Riverfront Trail connection from Meridosia Road To Bunge
in
— Village of Albany
7. Riverfront Trail from Lower Dam to Lawrence Park —
Coloma Park District/City of Rock Falls
8 _ Lynn Boulevard Traul from Lincoln Highway to Locust Avenue
5 Sterfing Parkc Distr

e ek cro:smg at Marina — City af Fulton
1o. Heritage Park Trail from Cordova River to Albany Road,
Cordova Road to Great River Road — Village of Erie
11. Lynn Boulevord Trail from Locust Avenue to Westwood —
Steriing Park District
1F2. attail Park connection to the Great River Trail — City of

ulton
13, Lynden Road connection ta the historic Lyndon Bridge —
Lynde

the use of regulatory
and financial strategies.

and o variety of

2Requlatory ordinances -ncludmg zamng. subdivision regulations, - and
pmhmsm plon_may_ be used by local governments to q
and alsa have reen

presorvation, = Regulatory ordinances e O el oo (o
proposed

creation and

the

the

3.Zoning controls the use of land and the zoning ordinance is probably

the most effective means for implementing the Green

rail Plan.

The County should review it current zonng ordinance to ensure that it
includes adequate provisions to preserve open space and wildlife habitat.

4.The vi also

anolh'r effective tool for
for the

reenwoy
design of street la sidewalks, utilities and Nmmunlly fadmles. subdivislon

regulations can greatly affect the overall patterns and qual

ment. These regulations may also requi
or fee in lieu of land, for parks, n:pa:-oreraﬂsm
ey clsorequire dedlcations
storm water detention basins designed to serve dual usage as
recreational facilities.

uire. dodical:m of land,

for

Acquisition and ownership strategies are the most difficult aspect of
implormenting o gresnways'plan. A, wids variety of acquisition oplions are
for consideration. A numbcr of these are widely accepted and

oﬁ'ﬂ used with much success.
innovative options are also avalloble and may be effective in certain
situations.

Along with determining how to acquire o par!
the greenway will

of transportation, local government would be
. if the greenway serves an environmental purpose such as

used for o recreational purpose or

lar greenway, anot

A number of other less common but

ther

thel most kel ounar.

wetlands protection, wildlife habitat protection, or stream preservation, a

private entity sucn as o lond trust moy be the most approp:
of the greenway. There may be instances where multiple or joint

ownership of a omnway will occur, particularly for regional greenway

riate owner

systems or where implementation and manng-mmt costs are a burden

for one entity. A number of potential acquisition and ownership
strategies have been identified by the Conservation Fund, a national
nonprofit land and water conservat;

through partnerships. These strategies are identified in the following
tables.

SUMMARY

ion organization that protects lond

The following is o summary of the future actions that are required to

successfully implement this plan.

1.The process should begin with the official adoption of the plan by
Whiteside County.

2.The Groenwey and Troile Coafition should determine the fecaibilty of one
its member ming o

r similor entity

it the legal capabilities to T e )

erty,
greenways on o countywide bosis. and recene and Gieperse funds

derived from private donations, government grants and other sources.
JOnce this has been determined, the Coolion or whatever management
ip has shoul

been created

target future greenways f

for and I‘nancmg
targeted greenways should be evaluated to maximize
Fieing sedrees! along with! Fedarci and/, Stote| grant| programs

or

the use of private

4 The Codlition in cooperation with Whiteside County nhould perform on

I review of the Greenway and Trail Plan to mea:

annual re progress an
to target future projects for next year. Mojor updam of the plan
0 years.

should be considered at intervals of no more than

5 An active public relations ond education campaign should be bclrﬁed out

by the Coalition to broaden public understanding and suj
greenways. Effective sources should incl
video presentations and implementing a Whiteside County Web Site
ottract tourism.

lude a nmll"'or. sl'dl and

to

LOCAL PRIORITY SCHEDULE
The following priority lists for eoch municipality is bosed on the
conditions ot the time of the creation of this plan. The pﬁor‘!y
lists should alsa be part of the ongaing review process and

revised as need

ALBANY
{:.m Riverfront Trail connection from Meridosia Road to Bunge
in

ERIE
1. Marking. Striping. and bicycle safe storm sewer grates of
shared use routes

2. Heritage park Trail from Cordova Road to Albany Road

FULTON
1. Cattail Park connection to the Great River Troil
3. Bridge for creek crossing ot Marina

Lyndon Road conneation to the historio Lyndon Bridge
5 Marking, Slﬂplnq. and bicycle safe storm sewer grates of
shared use routes

MORRISON

1. Rockwood Trail from Kelly Park to Covered Bridge, Covered
Bridge to Rockwood State Pork, and Rockwood State Park to
Great River Trail ot Fulton — Morrison/Mt. Pleasant Township.
2, Markmg. stﬁpmq. and bicycle safe stormieeweriorates of
shared use routes connect local parks & schools.

3. Dmcaua path Imm Jackson St. to new city pnrk (Sparts
Complex,
4. New Rt 30 Bridge over Rock Creek w/ dedicated path
5. Dodlcatod path along n. side Rt 30 from Genesee to the
new bridge over Rock Creek.

5" Chared”use troil extension from Industriol Park Rd. to
Sawyer Rd.

7. Shaud use trail on Genesee Ave ta Proirie Center Rd. to

Hens
8. Dodlcalod trail from w. end proposed Rock Creek Bridge
along n. side of Rock Creek to Covered

Bridge
9. " Dedicated trail from Academic Dr. to the junction of Rt. 78

& Industriol Park Rd.

PROPHETSTOWN

7. Lyndon Road connection to the historic Lyndon Bridge

3. Marking, Striping, and bicycle safe storm sewer grates of
shared use routes

7. Riverfront Trail from Upper Dam to Lower Dam

2‘ Riverfront Trail from Lower Dam to Lamnca Park
Signage from Lawrence Park to Feeder

by Marking, Strlplng, G bicycla) safal storm sawar grotes of

shared use

SIERLING

1. Ruverfront Trail from Upper Dam to Oppold Marina

2. Lynn Boulevard Trail from Lincoln Highway to Locu.sl Avenue
3. Lynn Boulevard Trail from Locust Avenue to West:

4. Marknnq. Slr:pmg. and bicycle safe storm sewer qrahs of
shared us
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GREENWAYS & TRAILS PLAN
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OPPQOLD MARINA

SINNISSIPPI PARK .
RIVERSIDE CEMETARY A
THOMAS PARK .
KILGOUR PARK

GARTNER PARK

EVERLY PARK

SCHEID PARK
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61 ECLIPSE SQUARE & VETERENS MEMORIAL PARK
62 DOWTOWN HISTORIC MURALS

[
000

24 ERIE CEMETARY
25 HERITAGE PARK
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T

63 PROPHETSTOWN CEMETERY
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