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Recent/ongoing Projects
• Savanna to Miller’s Landing/Mississippi Palisades 

State Park planning and environmental linkages 
(PEL) study
• Status: complete
• Next steps: further alternatives review, environmental 

review, preliminary engineering (funding needed)
• Great River Trail Master Plan
• Status: ongoing

• Regional wayfinding sign guide update/new sign 
plans
• Status: ongoing

Alternatives studied during PEL and to be reviewed in next phase

Sign mockups for NWIL trails



Recent/ongoing Projects
CONT’D

• Trail user counter deployment
• Status: complete

• Community walkability studies
• Status: ongoing

• Trail user intercept surveys
• Status: ongoing

• Trail imaging
• Status: ongoing

• Trail Towns guide
• Status: ongoing

NWIL Eco-Counter data portal 

Trail imaging in progress



Recent/ongoing Projects
CONT’D

Savanna trailhead conceptual improvements



Recent/ongoing Projects
CONT’D

• Steward and Caron Roads Industrial Corridor 
Strategic Plan
• Status: complete pending final review

• Rochelle Energy Action Plan
• Status: ongoing

• Housing Design Competition/Exhibition 
(now Housing Development Initiative)
• Status: competition complete, exhibition ongoing; 

development ongoing
• Community Funding Pilot Programs

• Status: call for projects complete; award process ongoing
• Capital Improvement Planning

• Status: ongoing
• Water Resources Planning

• Status: current round complete

Excerpt from Rochelle Energy Action Plan



Recent/ongoing Projects
CONT’D

• Technical assistance/grant-writing support
• AARP Community Challenge Grant* (BHRC)
• Community Canopy Tree Planting Grants* (Morrison)
• Community Development Block Grant (Harmon)
• Digital Equity Capacity Grant (United Way of Northwest Illinois)
• Energy Efficiency Community Block Grant* (Rochelle)
• Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development Grant* 

(Coloma Township Park District)
• Railroad Crossing Elimination Grant* (Stephenson County)
• Rural and Tribal Assistance Pilot Program Grant*

(Stephenson County)
• Safe Routes to School Grant* (Dakota)
• Safe Streets for All Grant (Stephenson County)
• Unsewered Communities Grant* (Harmon)
• Lee-Ogle Enterprise Zone administration (Lee and Ogle counties)
• Various grant research and administration projects
• Various letters of support

Northwest Illinois Housing Design Exhibit flyer
* = awarded



Recent/ongoing Projects
CONT’D

• Administrative
• Finance manager

 Continuing to prepare BHRC books to audit 
current/past fiscal years

• Investment policy

• Office
• Alley/pass-through mural
• ADA parking stall and new paving
• EV charger and bicycle rack
• Electrification ongoing 

(water heater, HVAC)

Review from Google Maps, Photo by Alex T. Paschal



New projects/anticipated
• Housing implementation, including infill parcel map
• Comprehensive planning
• Hazard mitigation planning
• Additional cellular trail user counter deployments
• www.nwiltrails.org refresh
• Continued grant research/writing/administration support



Contact
daniel.payette@blackhawkhills.com

mailto:daniel.payette@blackhawkhills.com

	BHRC Annual Report BHRC BOD | 309 1st Ave, Rock Falls | August
	Recent/ongoing Projects
	Recent/ongoing Projects CONT’D
	Recent/ongoing Projects CONT’D (2)
	Recent/ongoing Projects CONT’D (3)
	Recent/ongoing Projects CONT’D (4)
	Recent/ongoing Projects CONT’D (5)
	New projects/anticipated
	Contact daniel.payette@blackhawkhills.com

